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LOTH AIR.

sarily tender, as if she reproached herself for tho too
frequent and too evident self-engrossment of her thoughts,
and wished to intimate to him that though her brain were
absorbed, her heart was still gentle and true.

Two hours after noon they halted in a green nook, near
a beautiful cascade that descended in a niist down a sylvan
cleft, and poured its pellucid stream, for their delightful
use, into a natural basin of marble. The men picketed
their horses, and their corporal, who was a man of the
country and their guide, distributed their rations.' All
vied with each other in administering to tho comfort and
convenience of Theodora, and Lothair hovered about her as
a bee about a flower ; but she was silent, which he wished
to impute to fatigue. But she said she was not at all
fatigued, indeed quite fresh. Before they resumed their
journey he could not refrain from observing on the beauty
of their resting-place. She assented with a pleasing nod,
and then resuming her accustomed abstraction she said:
*The more I think, the more I am convinced that tho
battle is not to be fought in this country, but in France.'

After one more ascent, and that comparatively a gentle
one, it was evident that they were gradually emerging
from the mountainous region. Their course since their
halting lay through a spur of the chief chain they had
hitherto pursued, and a little after sunset they arrived at a
farm-house, which the corporal informed his Captain was
tho intended quarter of Theodora for tho night, as the
horses could proceed no farther without rest. At dawn
they were to resume their way, and soon to cross tho
open country, where danger, if any, was to bo anticipated.

The farmer was frightened when he was summoned from
his house by a party of armed men ; but having some good
ducats given him in advance, and being assured they were
all Christians, he took heart and laboured to do what they
desired. Theodora duly found herself in becoming quar-